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Clayoquot Sound: Which future do you want?

Course description:

This is a short term study abroad program that requires pre-departure activities and readings at CSULB, coursework and  applied activities in Tonfino British Colombia (Clayoquot Sound; https://tourismtofino.com/), and post-trip activities to fulfill the goals of the course and enable you to acquire and to demonstrate greater understanding of the deterioration, destruction, maintenance and restoration of environmental systems and resources.
Participation in this program allows students to experience life in a living ecosystem and community ‘laboratory’ outside a traditional classroom.  Clayoquot Sound is a unique region on the west coast of Vancouver Island defined by a rich history and a strong presence of Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations, a diverse and complex natural landscape, and a potent environmental movement marked by decades of environmental battles.  The region is home to some of the last remaining tracts of old-growth temperate rainforest in the world, and supports a thriving community of front-line activists working to uphold the natural integrity of the region, from Nuu-chah-nulth Guardians to scientists, educators, and community members.  It is also the birthplace of the comptemprary Canadian environmental movement, which spawned creative reponses to environmental, economic, social and political challenges.  The course will involve a sequence of interrelated team taught modules with members of First Nations, environmental activists, Canadian Environmental Science leaders, and local Tofino political officials to promote deeper understandings of cultural and environmental processes, and the complex relationships between humans and the environment, Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples, and the human and non-human communities in Clayoquot Sound.
Course goals and Student Learning Objectives (SLO):
Through a case study of Clayoquot Sound, this course will help you think critically and from a geographical perspective.  By the end of the course, you will be able to: 
1) Describe the physical, social and moral contexts of anthropogenic environmental problems in Canada and the US.
2) Explain the intended and unintended causes of environmental and social change in Clayoquot Sound
3) Show how gender relates to environmental social movements. 

4) Compare community development process and challenges in Long Beach CA, USA and Long Beach BC, CA.
5) Analyze how scale affects environmental change and sparks environmental activism.
6) Describe how space and place shape environmental attitudes. 
7) Summarize what lessons Clayoquot might hold for a sustainable future. 

Course requirements:
We will spend one week at CSULB preparing for the trip, two weeks in Tofino, and one week back at CSULB reflecting on the trip.  Your course grade will be based on writing, reflecting, synthesizing and discussions during the four-week program.
Pre-departure Research: 10%.  Students will engage in individual research on the key players in Clayoquot Sound:  These include Raincoast Education Society, Tla-o-qui-aht Tribal Parks, Ahousaht Guardians, Tofino Salmon Enhancement Society, Thornton Creek Hatchery, Central Westcoast Forest Society, Wetland Stewards of Clayoquot and Barkley Sound, Clayoquot Biosphere Trust, & Friends of Clayoquot Sound. 
Reflection paper topic: 10%.  Students will identify their research topic drawn from their pre-departure research and produce a two-page prospectus before departing.
Journal: 10%.  All students we keep a journal that will serve as the basis of our ongoing discussions and primary data for their final paper.
Critical/Reaction Commentaries: 10%.  Students will hand in a short weekly 500 word critical reflection of topics and readings. 
Site Visit Reflections: 10%.  Students will hand in short 500 word reflections of each site visit. 
Participation: 25%.  Learning is not a spectator sport; active participation will weigh heavily in the final course grade.
Final Reflection paper: 25%.  A 10-page analysis and critical reflection based on the topic chosen in the pre-departure period.  (Note, students will have an opportunity to change the topic)
Course Material:

All material will be provided either in hard copy or on beachbaord.
Grading








Grading Scale
Journal:



10%
  50 points


90 - 100  =  A
Pre-departure reflection topic: 
10%
  50 points


80 - 89    =  B
Site Visit Reflections: 

15%
  75 points


70 - 79    =  C
Critical/Reaction Commentaries: 
15%
  75 points


60 - 69    =  D
Participation: 



25%
125 points 


  0 - 59    =  F
Final Reflection paper: 

25%
125 points
Total





500 points

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Accommodations: It is the responsibility of students to notify me in writing, in advance, of any special accommodation for a disability, as verified by the University.

Late Assignment or Make-ups: Make-up assignments will be granted for University approved “excused absences” (e.g., serious illness or death in the immediate family, team sports away games, etc.).  Documentation will be required.  In the event of a missed assignment or exercise, please contact me at your earliest opportunity to arrange an alternate date to complete the assignment.


Deductions for late work: 



One day to seven days:   
50% 



Eight to fourteen days: 
75%



After fourteen days: 

Not accepted

Course Withdrawal: University policy on dropping and withdrawal from classes is set forth in the Schedule of Classes.  Students are obligated to withdraw officially from their courses even if they have not attended them.  Depending on when you drop a course, withdrawals may require the signature of the instructor, chairperson, and the dean of the college.  Drops are not permitted during the last three weeks of instruction, except under extremely extenuating circumstances such as grave illness or injury.  Students who withdraw from the course have the responsibility of obtaining proper signature(s) and completing necessary paperwork; otherwise, their names will appear on the grade sheet and I will be required to enter a grade. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:  The University policies on Cheating and Plagiarism will be followed strictly.  (See Schedule of Classes.)  If you have any questions or uncertainty regarding this policy, you are responsible for meeting individually with me to discuss your concerns.  Penalties for cheating or plagiarism include failing the student for the course and reporting him/her to Judicial Affairs for possible probation, suspension, or expulsion.

NOTE: If you have ANY questions, problems, or issues regarding ANY aspect of the course that isn't addressed during class or isn't clear enough to you, please make sure to speak to me either in or out of class.  This is especially true if there are problems with the readings or with any of the requirements.
SCHEDULE: 

PRE-DEPARTURE PREP: CSULB
WEEK 1:  


Introduction to the course, syllabus, and program
Readings:

Brian White.  1998.  Authoring the Tourism Landscape of Clayoquot Sound.  Unpublished PhD Dissertation.  Simon Fraser University. 

Old Growth Forests on Vancouver Island: https://www.brettcairns.com/vancouver-island-temperate-rainforests/ 
Research topic: 2-page prospectus due. 

Video: “Fury for the Sound: The Women at Clayoquot.  1998. 53 minutes.
ON-SITE: TOFINO

WEEK 2:
Topics:

Tofino Orientation, Human-nonhuman interaction; Small Town, Big Picture (Tofino overview), Marine Ecology; Terrestrial Ecology; Nuu-Chah-Nulth Lands and Waters (first nations overview).

Readings: 
Bryce Safton.  2017.  Growing Louder: The Environmental Movement in Clayoquot Sound, 1980-93.  Unpublished Honors Thesis.  University of Victoria. 
Killoran Mann.  2012. “’Clearcut’ Conflict: Clayoquot Sound Campaign and the Moral Imagination.”  Unpublished thesis.  Université Saint Paul University.

Tzeporah Berman: “Takin’ it Back.” 

Christopher Hatch: “The Clayoquot Protest: Taking Stock one Year Later.”
WEEK 3:
Topics: 

Clayoquot Sound Blockades: 1984 & 1993; Great Bear Rainforest Agreement; Tofino Community-Driven Tourism Model; Participatory Decision Making  
Readings: 

Gary Hytrek: “What is a Code of Conduct?” 

Gianpaolo Baiocchi and Ernesto Ganuza.  2014. “Participatory Budgeting as if Emancipation Mattered.”  Politics & Society.  42:1, 29–50
Martin Conroy: “Can Advocacy-Led Certification Systems Transform Global Corporate Practices?   
David Tindall: “Twenty Years after the protest, what we learned from Clayoquot Sound.”  
Justine Hunter: “Final Agreement Reached to Protect B.C.’s Great Bear Rainforest.”

Research topic: Draft Due on Monday of week 3.

Film: Buyer be Fair.  60 minutes.  2005.
POST-TRIP REFLECTION: CSULB
WEEK 4:  

Reflection and course wrap-up
Readings:

No additional readings.
Research topic: Final paper due.
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